Attorney Docket No. 20866.00 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

IN THE APPLICATION OF: 
APPLICANT : PERRY J. RICHARDS 

SERIAL NO. : Unas signed ART UNIT: Unas signed 

FILED : Herewith EXAMINER: Unas signed 

FOR : EXTENDED TONGUE FOR TRAILER 



ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS 
WASHINGTON, DC 20231 



Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



35 U.S.C. 6; 37 C.F.R, 1.97; 1.98 

Submitted herewith are copies of related art domestic patents, foreign patents and/or 
publications identified and discussed in the specification of the above identified 
application under the heading: "DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART." These are identified on the 
attached PTO-1449 form. 

The discussion of these related art patents and/or publications in the attached 
specification is believed to satisfy the duty to disclose requirements as set forth in the 
above identified statute and rules. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Richard C. Litman 
Registration No. 30,868 
(703) 486-1000 



RCL: smt 



LITMAN LAW 
OFFICES, LTD. 
P.O. BOX 15035 
ARLINGTON, VA 22215 
(703) 486-1000 
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FORM PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 
20866.00 


SERIAL NO. 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
IN AN APPLICATION 


APPLICANT 
Perry J. RICHARDS 


(Use several sheets if necessary) 


FILING DATE 


GROUP 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
If appropriate 






3,599,256 


8/1971 


Caroll,Jr., N.L. 












3,629,884 


12/1971 


Brown, C.A. 












3,744,070 


7/1973 


Shaw, R.H. 












3,879,781 


4/1975 


Roschynialski, S. 












4, 114, 772 


9/1978 


Beelow, R.E. 












4,011, 958 


3/1977 


Carrick, L.K. 












4, 507, 016 


3/1985 


Honour, VII, J.H. 












4, 623, 161 


11/1986 


Sprague, W. 












4, 664, 401 


5/1987 


Carrick, L.K. 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 







DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


Trans 
YES 


Iation 
NO 






WO 93/02879 


2/1993 


PCT 

































































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; 
Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include a copy of this form 
with next communication to applicant. 



# 
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FORM PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 
20866.00 


SERIAL NO. 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
IN AN APPLICATION 


APPLICANT 

Perry J. RICHARDS 


(Use several sheets if necessary) 


FILING DATE 


GROUP 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



FILING DATE 
If appropriate 



4,684,145 



8/1987 



Tingley, W.C. 



5,004,260 



4/1991 



Smyly, Sr., G.M. 



5,013,206 



5/1991 



Ernst et al . 



5, 114, 168 



5/1992 



Kehl, C.W. 



5,183,282 



2/1993 



Smyly, Sr., G.M. 



5, 380, 143 



1/1995 



Mohan, P. 



5,961,139 



10/1999 



Nichols, II, R. 



6,302,425 



10/2001 



Springer, W.O. 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 







DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


Trans 
YES 


lation 
NO 

























































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; 
Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include a copy of this form 
with next communication to applicant. 



